2024 corrections to the OCDS Formation Program syllabi and Formation Handbook 
Various formatting styles and punctuation have been standardized, but not listed here. 
New wording is in red.

Aspirancy Handbook
Page 3, top para; … which interpret the Rule for its members (OCDS Constitutions, Preface articles 3rd and 4th paragraphs). 
Page 5, first bullet; Participate in the monthly meetings of the community 
Session 1, side note; … directing them according to God’s will” (CCC Glossary, definition of vocation). 
Session 2, required reading; Lumen Gentium, Chap. IV, The Laity – 31-41 30-38 (Appendix A); Constitutions References, footnote 1. 
Session 2, additional reading; … Chap. V, The Universal Call to Holiness in the Church – 39-42; (Appendix B).
Session 2, side note; Formation in Carmel is not a check list checklist that tracks…
Session 2, first bullet, change:
those who belong to a religious state sanctioned by the Church. 
to:
those in the state of religious life specially approved by the Church. (LG 31, CCC 897). 
Session 2, third bullet, ellipse added; “The lay Apostolate … is a participation in the salvific mission of the Church itself” (LG 33). 
Session 3; Required Reading: The Rule of St. Albert. The New OCDS Legislation and the Vocation to Carmel, pp. 22-37 of Welcome to the Secular Order of Discalced Carmelites (Welcome); The Rule of St. Albert.
Note to formator: Please direct Aspirants to where the Rule may be found on the provincial website.
Session 3, 4th bullet down; … Order…” (excerpt from Journey to Carith chapter 1 – THE BIRTH OF AN ORDER, pg. 19).
Session 3, 6th bullet down; … the friars, the enclosed nuns, and the seculars” (Preface of the Constitutions.). 
Session 4; Required Reading: OCDS Constitutions: Fraternal Communion article 24, a,b,c,d,e 
Note to formator: Please direct Aspirants to where the Constitutions may be found on the provincial website.
Session 4, final bullet:
OCDS Constitutions article 37: “The Secular Order of Our Lady of Mount Carmel and Saint Teresa of Jesus is an association of the faithful and an integral part of the Discalced Carmelite Order. It is essentially lay in character, with the welcome participation of diocesan clergy.” (OCDS Constitutions article 37, emphasis added).
Session 6, 2nd bullet; Interior/mental prayer – set a side aside certain times for prayer...
Session 7, required reading, Carmelite Spirituality in the Teresian Tradition by Paul Marie of the Cross, OCD, ch. 2, pgs. 17-22. ICS Publications.  
Session 7, note; … each religious family its unique identity. The assigned pages of the book, Chapter 2 of Carmelite Spirituality… 
Session 7, make last bullet into two bullets: 
Focus on prayer as relationship with God; spending time with Him who we know loves us. 
· Genuine prayer goes hand in hand with growth in virtue. 

Session 9, 2nd bullet, Apostolic activity is the fruit of prayer: “The purpose of prayer is the birth of good works” “This is the reason for prayer, … the birth always of good works, good works” (St. Teresa, Interior Castle VII.4.6). 
Session 10, 2nd bullet, add ellipse; an inclination to ‘meditate in the heart.’ … This interest in learning to meditate…
Session 10, 3rd bullet; 
Discuss the scapular as the OCDS habit. Constitutions 36 b): “After the initial period of contact [by this is meant the year of Aspirancy], the council of the community may admit the applicant to a more serious period of formation that usually lasts for two years leading up to the first promises. At the beginning of this period of formation, the [large ceremonial] scapular is given to the applicant. This is an outward symbol of membership in the Order, and the sign that Mary is both Mother and Model on this journey” (Constitutions 36b emphasis added).
Session 11, 2nd bullet; “…they will respond to the invitation of the Church directs to all associations of the faithful followers of Christ, committing them to human society by means of active participation in the apostolic goal of the Church’s mission…” (Const. art. 25).
Session 11, 3rd bullet; “… prayer, contemplation, and the liturgical and sacramental life” (Const. art. 26 25). 
Appendix A, no. 30; … recognize their miniseries ministries and charisms, so that all …
Appendix A, no. 31, add para break;
…Christian people in the Church and in the world. 
What specifically characterizes the laity…
Appendix A, no. 32, add para break; 
For you are all ‘one’ in Christ Jesus” (193). 
If therefore in the Church everyone does not proceed…
Appendix A, no. 32, add para break;
…because “all these things are the work of one and the same Spirit” (195). 
Therefore, from divine choice the laity have Christ for their brothers…
Appendix A, no. 33, add para break;
… gift of the Creator and a blessing of the Redeemer. 
The lay apostolate, however, is a…
Appendix A, no. 33, add para break;
…“according to the measure of Christ’s bestowal” (197). 
Besides this apostolate which certainly…
Appendix A, no. 33, add para break;
.. are to be performed for a spiritual purpose. 
Upon all the laity, therefore, rests…
Appendix A, no. 34, add para break;
…good and perfect work. 
For besides intimately linking them to His life and His mission, He also…
Appendix A, no. 35; … understanding of the faith (sensus fidei), [add italics, correct to “sensu”] 
Appendix A, no. 35, remove para break;
…and with patience await the glory that is to come.(202) Let them not…
Appendix A, no. 35, add para break;
…darkness, against the spiritual forces of wickedness (203). 
Just as the..
Appendix A, no. 35, add para break;
… the ordinary surroundings of the world. 
In connection with the prophetic function…
Appendix A, no. 36, add para break;
…the message of peace may enter the world. 
Because of the very economy of salvation…
Appendix A, no. 37, add para break;
…sacred office represent the person of Christ. 
The laity should, as all Christians,…
Appendix A, no. 37, add para break;
…freedom which belongs to everyone in this earthly city. 
A great many wonderful things…
Appendix B, no. 42, change to lower case;
…he who abides in love, abides in God and God in him” (227).
Appendix E, pg. 42; 
1. ARRANGEMENT OF THE OFFICE FOR SOLEMNITIES 
(Solemnities that fall on a Sunday in ordinary time or the Christmas season are observed in place of the Sunday office. During Advent, Christmas season, Lent, and Easter season, or during Holy Week or the Easter octave…
Appendix E, pg. 44; …may be celebrated in the same way as other memorials, with its own proper reading. (see page 1383 of Christian Prayer) 
Appendix E, pg. 44, …a memorial for the Church in general, but a feast for the Order of Carmelites Discalced.[St Thérèse is a solemnity in the Province of St Thérèse]) 
Appendix E, pg. 47, 
Solemnities of the saints that fall on a Sunday during ordinary time and the Christmas season are observed in place of the Sunday Liturgy. 
Solemnities of the saints that fall on a Sunday outside of Ordinary time during Advent, Lent, Easter season, Holy Week or the Easter octave are not observed…
Appendix E, pg. 50, Intone. Pray or chant the first few words alone. Everyone else joins in. 
Appendix F, page 52 endnote moved to pg 51 as a footnote; NV = Novissima Verba… 
Appendix G; various punctuation and italics corrected to match the original document 
Appendix G, pg. 53, at the bottom; …(16, 5 3). And Mary was not satisfied …
Appendix G, stanza 5; ..O beloved Mother, despite my littleness, 
…Aren’t your virtues and your love mine too? 
Appendix H;
15. See the Appendix [at the end of the Ritual] for the choice of readings. 
Appendix I, some italics corrected
Appendix J, some italics corrected
Appendix J, title; CHRISTIFIDELES LAICI, 17 – The Life of Holiness in the World
Appendix J, 1st para, correct to lower case; Neither family concerns…; remove para break 
…life” [45]. Likewise the Synod Fathers have said…
Appendix J, remove para break and add para break, change “builders” to lower case;
… who work in the Lord’s vineyard. Confident and steadfast through the power of God’s grace, these are the humble yet great builders of the Kingdom of God in history. 
Holiness, then, must be called a fundamental…
Appendix J, add para break 
… you can do nothing” (Jn 15:4-5). 
It is appropriate to recall here the solemn proclamation of…
Appendix K, pg. 71; The Flaming Sword
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Formation I, Year A, 
First page; removed: “The Formation Program documents may be duplicated if they are not sold for profit. Any changes to these documents are strictly prohibited.”
Pg. 6, To help better understand some of the terms used by St Teresa, the glossary from The Way of Perfection Study Edition is included in the as Appendix A.
Pg. 9, “…we [are] occupied in prayer for those who are the defenders of the Church and for the preachers and for learned men…” (1:2) “…we shall be fighting for them even though we are very cloistered…” (3:5). 
Pg. 11 Explanatory Note: Sessions three and four
Pg. 11, for it is very important that we understand how much the practice of these three things helps us to process possess inwardly and outwardly the peace our Lord recommended so highly to us” (4:4). 
Appendix B, pg 40, 1st para, … peninsula was now ruler of the largest empire the world had yet seen, and all but master of Europe.
Appendix B, pg 40, last para, The Her forehead was broad… 
Appendix B, pg 41, last para, … probably learned how to read and write at home. –And–  … and other things of the that sort.
Appendix B, pg 41, near the top, …miserable health, as a wide variety of illnesses..
Appendix E: first three para, remove para breaks
What is the pars potior (the most important part) of the Carmelite vocation? The answer usually given was prayer; by that meaning quiet or contemplative prayer. Is this a sufficient answer? 
Appendix E, bottom of pg. 48, anyone, especially in their absence. As a consequence, she drew many to herself. 7/21/06 76 
Appendix F, para 2, I make bold to say this, it it, this is your own fault
Appendix F, para 4, Jesus wants to give her nothing but her His smile and this He does through you, dear Mother.
Appendix F, para 7 (mid-paragraph), “You know, Mother, that I have always wanted to be a saint.” [This should begin a new paragraph. We have left it as-is so as not to change the numbering of the paragraphs.] 
Appendix F, para 8, …for I am too small to climb the rough stairway to of perfection.
Appendix F, para 9, It seems this could be right now, for 2000 two thousand years are not more in the Lord’s eyes than 20 twenty years, than even a single day.
Appendix F, para 10, What she esteems and what she desires is only is to please Jesus.
Appendix F, para 11, … but you ordered me to go often and pasture with them in the shade,… showing me them the bright flowers they must not touch… 
Appendix F, para 13, Mother, you know yourself that those souls are rare… 
Appendix F, para 20,… came and lived for thirty-three years in this the land of darkness … the darkness did not understand that this Divine King…
Appendix F, para 22, I was saying that the certainty of going away one day…
Appendix F, para 23, …bottom of my heart real longings… 
Appendix F, para 26, …the eternal possessions of God… but afterwards the memory of this ray, , instead of causing me joy… 
Appendix F, para 31, “How can anyone say it is more perfect to separate oneself…” [This should begin a new paragraph. We have left it as-is.]
Appendix F, para 33, … telling me to fly very far, very far, toward infidel shores… even in Carmel there could still be separations,…
Appendix F, para 35, And precisely because my heart is capable of suffering I want it to give Jesus everything possible. Here, dear Mother, I live without any burdens from the cares of this miserable earth, and have only to accomplish the sweet and easy mission you have confided to me.  Here, I receive your motherly attention and do not feel the pinch of poverty since I never lack anything. 
Appendix F, para 40, I would once more see that it is was the will of Jesus…
Appendix F, para 45, … You know very well that never could I would I be able to love my Sisters…
Appendix F, para 46, … and that even what appears to me as a fault can very easily be an act of virtue… I have no trouble convincing myself of the this truth…
Appendix F, para 52, … I used to run away like a deserter whenever my struggles became too violent…
Appendix F, para 55, … one would make a long detour around in order to avoid meeting her. … she will finally give what is asked, and then only for a favor as a favor;…
Appendix F, para 64, … Truly, when one knows very well that never will the time one lends ever be returned,…
Appendix G, footnotes added
Appendix H, para 14 … to make us like himself, if we so desire, we desire. We must not be so imprudent …
Appendix I, 26, 1st para, … beg of you, do your will concerning them, my God, which is what I most desire, and exercise your goodness and mercy, and you will be known through them. And if you are waiting for my good works so as to…  
Appendix I, 26, 3rd para, With what procrastinations do you wait…
Appendix I, 28., … human respect, but continues communes inwardly with God,… 
Appendix  J, third para, Her Divine Son, my Beloved Spouse, told us in the says days of His mortal life…
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Formation I, Yr. B
Cover page: 
Removed: “The Formation Program documents may be duplicated if they are not sold for profit. Any changes to these documents are strictly prohibited.”
“The Promise made as Seculars Carmelites is not to live our poverty, our chastity, or our obedience, but to live the Poverty, Chastity, and Obedience of Jesus.” (Fr Aloysius Deeney, Welcome to the OCDS).
“The Beatitudes are a way of life. By living the Beatitudes, 
Carmelites bear witness to Christ.” See Const. art. 16 
[Not a direct quote, but a paraphrase, remove quotation marks.] 
Pg. 5, near the bottom, “…even though you may not want to” (The Collected Letters of St. Teresa of Avila, Vol. 1 Letter 2, para. 15).
Pg. 6, 2nd para, ” (The Collected Works of Edith Stein: The Hidden Life, II.12 Love for Love: Life and Works of St Teresa of Jesus, page 56).  
Pg 8, Required Reading: The Carmelite Tradition: Spirituality in History, pgs. xii-xxxiii and pgs. 1-23. 
Pg. 8, corrected citation: 1st bullet, Mount Carmel: “Place from which this tradition takes its name” (Carmelite Tradition, pg. xxi paragraphs 1-9). 
Session 2, pg. 9, added and corrected citations: 1st bullet point, (pg. xxiii); 3rd bullet point, … which included minor alterations to St Albert’s text (see xxiii-xxiv).; 5th bullet point, In 1432, Pope Eugene IV granted further modifications of the Rule (see xxvi-xxvii).; 7th bullet, … the earliest Carmelite women’s community in Avila, Spain (see xxvii).;
Session four, pg. 12, explanatory note, ...This was the juridical and spiritual point of departure for her reform (see footnote to 36:27 ch. 36 endnote #27). 
Session 5, pg. 13, 6th bullet “...the first Mass was said in the that little stable of Bethlehem...” 
Appendix I, pg. 71, para 15, note added; … Fr. Aloysius does plan to receive feedback over the next five years and then ask for amendments/revision. [This article was written in 2004. The OCDS Constitutions were updated in 2014.]
Session 7, pg. 16, bullet 5, … A basic definition of ‘study in formation of OCDS’: the process whereby, with the help of others, we attempt to…
Session 8, pg. 17, bullet 9 citation, (Pastoral Care of the OCDS art. 16 – this excerpt is in the Appendix L). 
Session 8, pg. 17, bullet 10, redundancy removed; Every three years, each community of the Secular Order elects its president and three councilors. The President must be definitively professed (Const. art 51)
Session 8, pg. 17, bullet 11, A brief introduction to the procedure for election as outlined is in the provincial statutes. 
Session 8, pg. 17, second to last bullet, To be eligible to vote, a member must be professed (at least in First Promise). “By the promise made to the community … the person becomes a full member of the Secular Order.” (art. 12). 
Session 8, pg. 17, last bullet, I found nothing in the Constitutions about nominating committees.  It likely is addressed in provincial statutes or policies.
Professed members are eligible to serve on the council nominating committee. 
Don’t remove. Procedure for election is not in the OCDS Constitutions (#50 simply mentions the election every three years). Procedure for OCDS election including Nominating Committees is  in all three Provincial Statutes. Washington Province, pg. 15. Western, pg 20 and Oklahoma Province, pg. 12.  Delete the word “council” ; instead you may add the word “Provincial Statutes” in the bracket as shown below
Professed members are eligible to serve on the council Nominating Committee (see Provincial Statutes)
Session 8, pg. 18, first para, …Councilor or Formation Director (see pgs. 92-93 Election – Welcome) (see Welcome Election pgs. 92-93).
Session 8, pg. 18, second para, “…Teresian Carmel, according to what is defined in the OCDS constitutions” (Letter to OCDS, Appendix M).
Session 9, pg. 19 2nd bullet, “Control is not service. Guidance, instruction, leadership – that is service, but not controlling” (Welcome pg. 94). 
Session 9, pg. 19, 3rd bullet, …a solid formation is necessary that leads to the practice of discernment in community.
Session 9, pg. 20, third bullet down “…for first and definitive promises”
Session 9, pg. 20, fifth dark bullet down, “…look upon each of the members with God’s eyes” (Letter to OCDS, no. 3). “no.” also added to other citations in this session
Session 10, pg. 22, Required Reading: Constitutions 15, 24a-d, Ratio 24-29; Local Provincial Statutes and policies on roles and… 
Session 11, pg. 24, Required Reading: Constitutions articles 12 10-16. Welcome to the Secular Order of Discalced Carmelites, The Beatitudes and Your Vocation to Carmel, pgs. 61 63-77. 
Session 11, pg. 24 added “see” to citations that are not direct quotes.
Appendix A, I.1 …  as has her beautiful foreword to the letters of Marie Antoinette de Geuser.
Appendix A, pg 32, third para, …freed us from the yoke of the this Law. 
Appendix A, pg 33, second para, … Monastery of the Incarnation in Avila, which our Holy Mother entered is in the year 1535, …
Appendix A, pg. 22, second para, … our Holy Mother. Not Nor does every age give us a reign of terror…
Appendix B, para 1, … those to whom you sent the money received it… I believe that it that was God who stirred you… (which I think was is the name of… 
Appendix E, pg. 53, … found her true rest, and of the sense that Jesus Christ was living in her.” She characterized as the…
Appendix E, pg. 56, …daughters and in her writings…” Actually, there are few saints as humanly near to us as our Holy Mother.
Appendix G, 13:4,… foundation would not attract attention. God had given him more courage than he had given me. And so Fray Antonio told me that he would be willing to…
Appendix G, 13:5, … of the Sisters.” [no quotation mark here]
Appendix G, 14:11 … will continue as they are now, and that my plan will indeed by be realized. 
Appendix H, pg. 64, … worked his way tenaciously through school. [insert paragraph break] “When I spoke to the friar I liked him very much,”
Appendix H, pg. 68, footnote 2 …and he died in z6i6 1616…
Appendices I and J, para 15, …Fr Aloysius Deeney, our Secretary General (and from our province [Oklahoma])… ; …of Consecrated Life and the Societies of Apostolic Life approved the Constitutions definitively, …
Appendix J, para 1, … officially created with the giving of the Rule
Appendix L, “Council” “Secular” “Assistant” and “Spiritual Assistant” capitalized throughout for consistency in style. 
Appendix L, art 17, … In harmony with the Provincial or…
Appendix M, no. 8 (bottom of pg 84), … participating in the sacred action in a full, conscious, pious and active form (cf. SC 4& 48. 14), … 
Appendix N, First three para, remove paragraph breaks: 
What is the pars potior (the most important part) of the Carmelite vocation? The answer usually given was prayer; by that meaning quiet or contemplative prayer. Is this a sufficient answer? 
Appendix N, bottom para of pg. 86, … anyone, especially in their absence. As a consequence, she drew many to herself. 7/21/06 
Appendix O, pg 89, 2nd para, [“Carmen” translates to “Carmel” in English]
… ancient missals of the Order of Carmel, …
Appendix O, 3.1, last para, The theme is developed in Chap. 3 B of the Constitutions on fraternal Communion [Art. 24a-e]. 
Appendix O, pg. 107, footnote added, The Congregation for Institutes of Consecrated Life and Societies of Apostolic Life  [Made into End note instead]
endnote added, * Editor’s note: The Congregation for Institutes of Consecrated Life and Societies of Apostolic Life.
Appendix P, some capitalizations, such as “Secular Carmelites” and “only begotten Son”
Appendix P, pg. 114, …married or widowed state, as the case may be....”
 … rank and status are called to the fullness of the Christian life and the perfection of Charity” De Ecclesia [Lumen Gentium, 40].
Appendix P, pg. 117, Being poor is in spirit, of course, is the first BEATITUDE…; …that leaves the soul free and void of them although it may have them. [3:4]
Appendix P, pg. 118, … the will and desire for them, for it is these that dwell within it. [3:4]; …we are useless servants; we have done only what we ought to have done. [Lk 17:10]  ; … When Jesus pointed out to the disciples how difficulty it was…
Appendix P, pg. 120, “I must have failed to put my whole confidence in His Majesty and to have a complete distrust of myself.” [8:12]  
Appendix P, pg. 122, … the will is strengthened by this love…
Appendix P, top of pg. 123, … God’s judgments are our life and our light,…
Appendix P, pg. 124,… God exemplifies for us the M.O. (modus operantis) we are to follow…; I may find attendance at meetings, for example,…
Appendix P, pg. 128, St. Irenaeus (Adversus Haereses, Bk. IV, ch. XXXXIX.2.col.1110) 
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Formation II, Year A
First page, removed: “The Formation Program documents may be duplicated if they are not sold for profit. Any changes to these documents are strictly prohibited.”
Page 4, 3rd bullet; … help to the person’s spiritual growth” (Ratio 7). [emphasis added]
Page 4, 5th bullet; “…The spirituality of the Discalced Carmelites has a very sound intellectual foundation. As members of the Order, Secular Carmelites are called to represent and give witness to a mature and authentic spirituality. There is a doctrine involved here. Any person who wants to be a Discalced Carmelite must be a person with interest in learning from the teachers of Carmel. There are three Doctors of the universal Church, Teresa, John of the Cross, and Therese” (Ratio 78). 
Page 4, quote; “These directors [formators] should reflect that they themselves are not the chief…
Session one, part A; Required Reading: The Collected Works of John of the Cross, …
Session one, part B; Required Reading: … the poem The Dark Night, and the diagram of the mount Prologue
Page 10; The following excerpt is taken from The Ascent of Mount Carmel: Reflections, Marc Foley, OCD, pages 2-16   
Session 2 explanatory note; … Reflections pg. 7- 8). “The point of departure” is a sense of …
Session 2; Note to formators: This clarification is essential to the understanding of John’s teaching throughout his work (see footnote 2 in chapter 3 of the Ascent). 
Session 2, pg. 13, 2nd bullet; … observance of the Lord’s law and the carrying of the cross of Christ…
Session 2, pg. 13, expl. note; … that “weary, torment, darken, and defile, and weaken [the soul]” (Ascent 1.6:5;…
Session 3, pg. 14, 3rd bullet; …tepidity (see A.1.6:1)
Session 3, pg. 15; added ellipses and italics to the quote from Story of a Soul to match the original source. 
…(Story of a Soul ch. VI, last two paragraphs).
Session 4, 2nd bullet; … … “one will fall into imperfections, … without having … knowledge or control of them in the matter” (A.1.11:3).
Session 4, 3rd bullet; … one never really desires to conquer, for example, to a person, to clothing, to over-eating (see A.1.11:4), and in the modern world,…
Session 4, 4th bullet; … this may be done, the bird will not fly away without first doing so. 
Session 4, 5th bullet; “If a one small crack in a pitcher goes unrepaired, the damage will be enough to cause all the liquid to leak out
Session 4, last bullet; … and integrates all natural desires” (Ascent to Joy, pg. 53). 
Session 4, last para; … impede one from reaching the freedom of union… (see Glossary of Terms, pg. 770).
Session 5, 2nd para of the explanatory note; … God accomplishes the work in the soul while the soul acts as a the recipient.  …  This will be the subject of the fourth book, [this becomes The Dark Night, book I & II, see footnote]” (A.1.13:1). 
Session 5, first bullet; … allegiance to Jesus Christ, “pondering the Lord’s law [e.g., Scripture] day and night and keeping watch at his prayers unless attending to some other duty” (Rule of St Albert, no. 10).
Session 5, 3rd bullet; …(Evangelii Gaudium — The Gospel of Joy, nos.7-8, emphasis added). 
Session 5, 5th bullet; (2) “Second, in order to be successful in this imitation, renounce and remain empty of any sensory satisfaction that is not purely for the honor and glory of God. Do this out of love for Jesus Christ” (see A.1.13:4).
Session 5, last line; … and patterned after His death (see Glossary of Terms, pg. 773 772). 
Session 6; (3) Third: Endeavor to be inclined always not to the easiest but to the most difficult… (A.1.13:6-7) 
Session 6 explanatory note; changed italics to match the source; … God because it alters a person’s consciousness” (Ascent to Joy, Note 5, pg. 67). In the end, one learns to be governed not by…; 
…both our deepest will and God’s will that connects us to our true selves” (John of the Cross: Ascent to Joy, pg.69, note 5 Note 6, pg. 68). 
Session 6, 2nd bullet; “As noted, By the introductory words, ‘endeavor to be inclined,’ [John] reveals that he is speaking of a habit of mind. Through the love of… 
Session 6, 3rd bullet; “The great danger in today’s world…[is] the covetous heart, the feverish pursuit of frivolous pleasures… ; 
(Evangelii Gaudium — The Gospel of Joy, ch. 5, no. 2). 
Session 7; 
Required Reading: Ascent, Book One, ch. 13:11-13; ch. 14 and 15
Additional Reading: Read the entire Maxims meditatively) [part of required reading]
(4) Fourth: “To reach …
Session 7, explanatory note, (also fixed punctuation where needed); “…turning away from vanity and concern of for one’s own delight and consolation” (A.3.20:2-3).
Session 7, explanatory note, last line; … persons “have nothing in their heart, possess everything with greater liberty” (A.3.20:3).
Session 7, bottom of pg. 22; … and abandon your own ways of acting.” 
Page 24, part two explanatory note; … the gate to and beginning of the contemplation that leads to the purgation of the spirit. … 
Session 8, 1st bullet; … things of God [1 Cor, 2:10]” (A.2. 1:1). 
Session 8, 4th bullet; “this spiritual night, which is faith, purifies removes everything, both in the intellect and in the senses. …
Session 8, pg. 29, last line; … provides is intuitive” (Ascent: Reflections, pg. 108, emphasis added).
Session 8, top of pg. 26; “… He is guiding and inspiring me with what to I must say and do” (Story of a Soul, pg. 179, Study Edition pg. 276, near the end of chapter 8. See The Ascent to Joy, pg. 95).
Session 8, 2nd bullet on pg. 26; … but an ascent assent of the soul to what enters through hearing…
Session 8, last bullet; …“natural bounds” to the “supernatural bounds” (spiritual bounds)
Session 8; Purification … (see Glossary of Terms, pg.774) 
Session 9; Additional Reading: Ascent to Joy, The Goal: Union with God pgs. 47-52; esp. The Metaphors of Union pgs. 49-51 
Session 9, explanatory note; …exodus of spiritual dedication is a departure from security, and implies a willingness to journey through the nights” (Contemporary Challenge of John of the Cross, pgs. 46-47). 
Session 9, explanatory note; … flows from the nature of union and our willing participation” (footnote ch. 5:1 1 of ch. 5).
Session 9, 4th bullet; …(see Ascent to Joy, The Goal: Union with God, pg. 47). 
Session 9, pg. 28, side note; … the true nature of what we love” (Ascent to Joy, pg. 49).
Session 10; Theological Virtues … (see Glossary of Terms, pg. 776).
[bookmark: _Hlk33274735]Session 10, explanatory note; … emptying and purifying the spiritual faculties of all that is not God (see A.2.5:6 2.6:1-2). …
… seeks the ultimate good (see Ascent to Joy, pg. 87).
Session 10, note following 6th bullet on page 30; … harmony with reason and the Gospel law” (A.2.21:4). … All matters must be regulated by reason save those of faith, which though not contrary to reason transcend it.” (A.2.21:4). 
Session 11, additional reading; … The Dark Night, Book One 
Session 11, 2nd bullet; “…they [these apprehensions] are a ready occasion for the breeding of error…
Session 11, 3rd bullet; … they [the persons experiencing this] persons receiving these apprehensions often develop secretly a special opinion of themselves …
Session 11, harm #6, pg. 33; … opens the door to the devil (A.2.11:7). 
Session 12; Required Reading: Ascent, Book Two, ch. 12-15;
Session 12, Meditation:… (see Glossary of Terms, pg. 772)
Session 12, quote; … manner that pleases You.’” (A.2.21:5, 2 Chron. 20:12)
[changed to:] manner that pleases You.’ [2 Chron. 20:12]” (A.2.21:5)
Session 12, 1st bullet; John’s observation is that  John observes that
Session 12, 3rd bullet; … they drag the soul further away from spiritual space peace”
Session 12, 4th bullet; [added an ellipse and made it a direct quote;] (see Ascent Reflections, pg. 97)
Session 12, pg. 35, 1st note; …honeymoon wanes and the couple begins to grow in love…
Session 12, 1st bullet on pg 35; … that they must learn to abide in the that quietude
Session 12, last bullet on pg. 35; … meditation on particular ideas [and forms] has now … been converted into habitual and substantial, and general loving knowledge. [Made last line into a quote:]
“For a little of this pure love is more precious to God and the soul and more beneficial to the Church, even though it seems one is doing nothing, than all these works put together” (SC 29:2). 
Page 37, 6th bullet;  “a more intense enkindling of another, better love is necessary for the denial of all inordinate pleasures” (see A.1.14:2). 
Page 37, 7th bullet;  “To love is to labor to divest and deprive oneself for God of all that is not God” (A.2:5-6.7).
Page 41, 2nd bullet; … we consider the prime and fundamental vocation... [is] the vocation to holiness, that is, the perfection of charity. Holiness is the greatest testimony to the dignity conferred on a disciple of Christ. … It is possible to say that this call to holiness is precisely the basic charge entrusted to all the sons and daughters of the Church… This charge is not a simple moral exhortation, but an undeniable requirement arising from the mystery of the Church…” (Christifideles Laici — Called to Holiness, para. no. 16).
Page 41, 3rd bullet ; (Christifideles Laici — The Lay Members of Christ’s Faithful People, Apostolic Exhortation of Pope John Paul II The Life of Holiness in the World, no. 17).
Page 41, 4th bullet; … of secular institutions institutes that have developed recently in the Church. … (Christifideles Laici — The Various Vocations in the Lay State, para. no. 56)
Page 43, Bibliography:
Foley, Marc, OCD.
Foley, Marc, OCD. John of the Cross: The Ascent to Joy: selected writings of John of the Cross. ICS Publications, 2002.
Doohan, Leonard. The Contemporary Challenge of John of the Cross: An Introduction to His Life and Teaching. ICS
Appendix A, 1st bullet; …and tired of by all its appetites and
Appendix A, 3rd bullet; (see A.1.7:4).
Appendix A, 4th bullet;
…supernatural knowledge (see. 8:1). As David laments: “My iniquities surrounded me, and I was unable to see.” (Ps 40:12). (see A.1.8:1)
Appendix A, 5th bullet; (A.1.8:3)
Appendix A, 6th bullet; (A.1.9:1)
Appendix A, 1st bullet on pg. 45; 
The vision of the prophet Ezekiel [Ez 8:10-16] teaches that there are three kinds of wrongful desires and affections: those in the intellect — thoughts of base things; those in the will — desire for sensual things; those in the memory — reflecting and keeping them in mind. The total yielding to wrongful affections and desires in any one of these three faculties would be a total turning away from God. (see A.1.9:5-6; Ezk 8:10-16)
Appendix A, last bullet; … its strength in the practice of virtue (see A.1.10:1).
Appendix B, 4th paragraph; …power of the ones we already have, so that we’re guided not by weather whether something gives us…
Appendix C, end of 1st para; … the trials and dangers of this night seem.” [A.1.14:2-3]
Appendix D, added punctuation, ellipses and italics where needed.
Appendix D, reworked last para of pg. 49
On that night of light..., Jesus made me strong and courageous, arming me with His weapons. Since that night, I have never been defeated in any combat, but rather walked from victory to victory, beginning, so to speak, “to run as a giant.” The source of my tears was dried up. The work that I had been unable to do in ten years was done by Jesus in one instant… I could say to Him like His apostles: “Master, I fished all night and caught nothing” [Lk 5:5]. More merciful to me than He was to His disciples, Jesus took the net Himself, cast it, and drew it in filled with fish. He made me a fisher of souls. I experienced a great desire to work for the conversion of sinners, a desire I hadn’t felt so intensely before. I felt charity enter into my soul, and the need to forget myself and to please other; since then I’ve been happy!
Appendix D, reworked 2nd para on pg. 50;
Thus, Therese’s Christmas story is clearly reflecting clearly reflects the teaching of St. John of the Cross. The knowledge and light shines so purely and simply in the intellect in such a way that frees all intelligible forms — causes darkness because it dispossesses the intellect of the its customary light (see A.1.14:10 Ascent, Book II). This is an important teaching of John’s understanding of the term “darkness.” It is truly a “sheer grace” (for Therese) to pass through the senses to spirit “in darkness and concealment,” and to experience the “loving knowledge of God” in contemplation.
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Formation II, Year B
First page, removed: “The Formation Program documents may be duplicated if they are not sold for profit. Any changes to these documents are strictly prohibited.”
Page 3, Introduction [All on one page, the same as in Years A and C.] 
Page 5, 5th bullet; “…The spirituality of the Discalced Carmelites has a very sound intellectual foundation. As members of the Order, Secular Carmelites are called to represent and give witness to a mature and authentic spirituality. There is a doctrine involved here. Any person who wants to be a Discalced Carmelite must be a person with interest in learning from the teachers of Carmel. There are three Doctors of the universal Church, Teresa, John of the Cross, and Therese” (Ratio 78).
Page 5, quote; “These directors [formators] should reflect that they themselves are not the chief…
Session 1, pg. 7, point c; … John of the Cross: Man and Mystic chapter 3, pgs 57-62.) 
Page 8; … Many, many times I have perceived this truth through experience…
Page 8; … [You] should desire no other path even if you are at the summit of contemplation. On this road one walks you walk safely…”
Session 1, last bullet;
Mystical prayer: This is the prayer found in the last four dwelling places. Teresa calls it “supernatural prayer” because it is a gift of God and cannot be acquired through one’s own efforts (see Glossary, pg. 462; second edition, 434).… I mean about the supernatural” (IC, DP I, 2:7).
Session 2, 1st bullet; …diamond... [We] don’t find anything comparable to the magnificent beauty of a soul and its marvelous capacity. We are … He created us in…
Session 2, 2nd bullet; … we have the a capacity for God that…
Session 2, 7th bullet; … “However, But if a black cloth [one’s sin and distractions] is placed …
Session 2, 8th bullet; “You must not mustn’t think of these dwelling places… 
Session 2, 9th bullet; … room alone. Oh, but if it is in the room of self-knowledge!” (IC, DP I, 2:8, emphasis added). 
Session 2, 10th bullet; … how far we are from being humble” (IC, DP I, 2:9, emphasis added).
Session 2, quote from Matthew; And a the second is like it… 
Session 2, final quote from the CCC; … of self-possession and of freely giving of himself and…
Session 3, definition of will; … (Glossary, pg. 465; second edition, 437, emphasis added).
Session 3, 3rd bullet; … through illnesses and trials, or through…
Session 3, 4th bullet; … almost eternal” (IC, DP II, 1:3, emphasis added). 
Session 4, 2nd bullet; … what he must do in order to be perfect” (IC, DP III, 1:5-6). 
Session 4, note after 5th bullet; (The Dark Night 2 1.12:5). 
Session 4, 1st sub-bullet after 6th bullet; … imperfection” (IC, DP III, 2:1-2, emphasis added). 
Session 4, 3rd sub-bullet after 6th bullet; “They would like everyone to live a life as well ordered as they do; and please God they will not think their grief is for the faults of others and in their minds turn it into something meritorious” (IC, DP III 2:5). 
Session 5, Note:; … terminologies (vocal, prayer of recollection, quiet prayer prayer of quiet, etc.) is kept to the minimum in these	…
Session 5, 9th bullet; … for they often deceive us — but complete [detachment]) will receive … this water [contemplation] from the Lord and many more other favors that we don’t know …
Session 6, 1st bullet; … who felt this call, of those holy fathers of on Mount Carmel who, …
Session 6, 10th bullet; … transformed that it “doesn’t recognize itself” (IC, DP V, 2:7). Thus, …
Session 6, 11th bullet; … and rest. Since it has experienced such a wonderful rest, …
Session 7, quote from Const.; … better so as to be pleasing to God. Community meetings take place in a congenial
Session 7, 1st bullet after Edith Stein quote; … It seems to me you have a desire to see what the this little moth is doing…
Session 7, bible quote; (1 Peter 5:8-9. RSV translation) 
Session 8, 6th bullet; … deeper “wound of love” for God (see IC, DP VI: 2:2)
Session 8, 9th bullet; … the safest path is to pay little attention to them (see IC, DP VI, 3:2).
Session 8, 10 bullet, a.; … it is left with calm and free from all distress…” (IC, DP VI, 3:5). 
Session 8, 10 bullet, c.; … there is an assurance in the soul itself that cannot be overcome.” (IC, DP VI, 3:7). 
Session 8, 11th bullet; “If the locutions come from the imagination, there are none of these signs; neither certitude, nor peace, nor interior delight” (see IC, DP VI, 3:10).
Session 8, 12th bullet; …it has more awareness of its sins and is more forgetful of its own gain,…
Session 8, [final quotes, reformat and add no. a;] 
“Considering the origins of Carmel and the Teresian charism, the fundamental elements of the vocation of Secular Carmelites are: 
a) to live in allegiance to Jesus Christ, supported by the imitation and patronage of the most Blessed Virgin Mary, whose way of life is, for Carmel, a model of being conformed to Christ; 
b) to seek a mysterious union with God; by way of contemplation and apostolic activity, indissolubly joined together, for service to the Church; 
c) to infuse prayer and life with apostolic zeal in a climate of human and Christian Community; 
d) to give importance to the commitment to evangelization; in the ministry of spirituality as the collaboration of the Secular Order, faithful to the Teresian Carmelite identity.” 
	(OCDS Constitutions, Art. 9, emphasis added). 
Session 9, quote from Int Notes; …, pg. 369; second edition, pg. 240). [capitalization added] 
Session 9, 2nd to last bullet; … because he is walking in truth. …Please God …we will be granted the favor never to leave this path of self-knowledge, amen” (IC, DP VI, 10:7, emphasis added). 
Session 10, 7th and 8th bullets; … Emphasis added)
Session 11, 6th bullet; “It has no more fear of death than it would of a gentle rapture” (IC, DP VII, 3:7).
Session  11, 15th bullet; … amid the floods and tempests of this world…
Session 11, 4th sub-bullet under the 18th bullet; … lay stones so firmly that the castle will not fall” (IC, DP VII, 4:8).
Session 11, prayer of St Teresa; (Interior Castle, DP VII, 4:16).
Special session with the FD, 9th bullet; … (Christifideles Laici — Call to Holiness, para. no. 16).
Special session with the FD, 10th bullet;… Him’ (Colos. 3:17)” (Christifideles Laici — The Life of Holiness in the World, no.17).
Special session with the FD, 11th bullet; … the flourishing of diverse forms of secular institutions institutes that have developed recently…  — The Various Vocations in the Lay State, para. no. 56).
Appendices B and C, [“christological” is all lower case. “Christology” is capitalized.]
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Formation II, Year C, 
Standardized “the Story of a Soul” to “Story of a Soul”; standardized the format of citations. 
First page, quote; St. Thérèse of Lisieux, Manuscript B (Study Edition, pg. 296)
First page, removed: “The Formation Program documents may be duplicated if they are not sold for profit. Any changes to these documents are strictly prohibited.”
Page 4, 1st bullet; … person to live the [charism and] spirituality of Carmel…
Page 4, 5th bullet; “…The spirituality of the Discalced Carmelites has a very sound intellectual foundation. As members of the Order, Secular Carmelites are called to represent and give witness to a mature and authentic spirituality. There is a doctrine involved here. Any person who wants to be a Discalced Carmelite …
Page 4, quote; “These directors [formators] should reflect that they themselves …
Page 6, Consequently, “the ‘world’ thus becomes the place and the means for the lay faithful to fulfill their…
Page 7, Intro, the mission, 2nd para; 
… Good News: “I will go and tell the world, /spreading the word of your beauty/ and …;
[change this:] (The Poetry, Romance 9, 7. The Incarnation, pg. 67. The Collected Works of St. John of the Cross)  
[to this:] (The Collected Works of St. John of the Cross, The Poetry, 9 Romances, 7. The Incarnation, pg. 67.)  
Session 1, 4th bullet; … the fields would no longer be decked out with little wildflowers, and so it is in the world of souls, Jesus’ garden. He willed to create…
[bookmark: _Hlk76370136]Session 2, exp. note, 5th para., [quotes are out of order;]  
Thérèse could observe later in her life that through these painful daily encounters, her soul matured “like a flower strengthened by the storm… I find myself at a period in my life when I can cast a glance on the past; my soul has matured in the crucible of exterior and interior trial” (pg. 15). 
[change to:]
Thérèse could observe later in her life that “I find myself at a period in my life when I can cast a glance on the past; my soul has matured in the crucible of exterior and interior trial…” through these painful daily encounters, her soul had matured  “…like a flower strengthened by the storm” (pg. 15).
Session 2, 2nd bullet; … but it appeared to me in all its reality, and I saw it was nothing but a continual suffering and separation” (pg. 87).
Session 2, 3rd bullet; … leaving and letting go” (pg. 103). [emphasis added] 
Session 2, 9th bullet; … She says: “All of my most simple thoughts and actions became the cause of trouble for me,…
Session 2, 10th bullet; …“Marie was “the only support of my soul. It was Marie who guided, …
Session 2, 11th bullet; … meditations: “When I was walked sad and sick, I repeated these words that always gave rise to a new peace and strength in my heart: ‘Life is your barque not your home!’ … Doesn’t Wisdom say, ‘life is like a ship that plows the restless waves and leaves after it no trace of its rapid passage’? …
Session 2, 2nd reflection; …(For further understanding of this question, see pg. 146-147).
Session 3, exp note; “The ‘third period’ of Thérèse’s life dawned on December 25, 1886, when God gave her the grace to control her ‘extreme touchiness.’ Thérèse said that it was the greatest grace that she had ever received. 
Session 3, 1st bullet; … thought of entering Carmel when I was still in the swaddling clothes... 
Session 3, 4th bullet; … given to Thérèse” (The Context of Holiness, ibid., pg 96). 
Session 3, 6th bullet; … behaviors, which will always be opportunities to grow in virtue” (The Context of Holiness, ibid., pg. 99).
Session 3, 12th bullet, removed italics; … The night of Christmas grace also made caused Thérèse to think seriously of her religious…
Session 3, 13th bullet; …simply contenting himself with his the statement … convinced my desire was God’s will” (pg. 163-164). 
Session 3, 14 bullet; … her father plucked some a little white flowers in the garden and gave them it to Thérèse “explaining the care with which God … preserved her it to that very day” (pg. 161). Thérèse accepted the flowers as a relic. By giving her the little flowers, M. Martin was giving… 
Session 4, 1st para; … — in fact, all important. They must have a great and very determined resolute determination…
Session 4, 2nd bullet; growing the “interior virtues” (see Way, 15:3).
Session 4, 3rd bullet; … were not to be found in shrines or museums but in an inner healing and new found realizations” (pg. 217-218).
Session 4, 4th bullet; … meditated upon the excursions of the rich, princely hotels and the finest restaurants
Session 4, 8th bullet; ... soon I understood the value of the time I was being offered… 
Session 5, quote following exp note; …“Those who have no other goal than the perfect observance of the Lord’s law and the carrying of the cross of Christ…
Session 5, 2nd bullet; … and suffering virtuously, all enveloped in silence” (St. John of the Cross, Letter 10 8). 
Session 5, 11th bullet;… love not only did I advance, I actually flew” (pg. 269-270). 
Session 6, 1st bullet; … in secret…[and] I understand so well that it is only love that makes us acceptable to…
Session 6, 2nd bullet; … To be Your Spouse, to be a Carmelite, and … to be a the Mother of souls… should not this suffice me?...
Session 6, 3rd bullet; … that leads most surely to God” (pg. 301-302).
Session 6, 4th bullet; … PLACES.… IN A WORD THAT IT WAS ETERNAL! 
Session 6, 6th bullet; “…it is because Thérèse’s little sacrifices were true deeds of love that they were extraordinary…
Thus, when we love with the love of charity, our actions are the actions of God.
Session 6, 7th bullet; “What then will become of it? Will it die of sorrow…
Session 6, 7th bullet; “it is by the mercy of God alone that we are purified” (pg. 317).
Session 7, 4th bullet; …revealing them to the little ones” (Mt 11:25. pg. 330).
Session 7, 5th bullet, d.; “a country that is covered with in thick fog” (pg. 333)
Session 7, 10th bullet; “Thérèse’s doubts of faith were not antithetical [contrary] to faith but the context in which her faith matured” (pg. 137 142, The Context of Holiness).
Session 8, explanatory note; “This year, dear Mother, God has given me the grace to understand what charity is; I understood it before…but in an imperfect way” (see The Context of Holiness, pg. 137 142) 
Session 8, 1st bullet; … ‘A new commandment I give you that you love one another: THAT AS I HAVE LOVED YOU, … 
Session 8, 4th bullet; …“‘Ah! I thought as such much, that you were not going to gain this pearl…
Session 8, 8th bullet; … this rich mine that Jesus has opened up before me” (pg. 348-349)
Session 8, 9th bullet; … what reward will you have? For even sinners love those who love them.’ St. Luke, [6:32]” (pg. 349).
Session 8, 11th bullet; …the yoke of the Lord is sweet and light. [However], When one accepts …
Session 9, 1st bullet; …Thérèse said nothing to try to reclaim her insights because “... Jesus has given me the grace of not being any more attached to the goods of the mind and heart than to those of the earth…This thought belongs to the Holy Spirit and not to me… He is therefore free to use me to give a good thought to a soul; and if I think this inspiration belongs to me, I would be like ‘the donkey carrying the relics’ who believed the reverence paid to the saints was being directed to him.” She received “the grace of not being any more attached to the goods of the mind and heart than to those of earth… 
Session 9, 2nd bullet; … and they advance not at all” (Ascent, Prologue no. 7, pg. 117; Story of a Soul, Reflection, pg. 407-408).
Session 9, 3rd bullet; … beautiful thoughts are nothing without good works” (pg. 374-375).
Session 9, 6th bullet; We need to examine our motives before we speak.
Session 9, bullet 7b; “One feels it is absolutely necessary to forget one’s likings, one’s personal conceptions, and to guide souls along the road which Jesus has traced out for them without trying to make them walk one’s own way” (pg. 380). 
[add:] Note: This observation echoes St John of the Cross’ advice to formators: 
“…the whole concern of the directors [formators] should not be to accommodate souls to their own method and condition, but they should observe the road along which God is leading one…” (The Living Flame of Love, Stanza 3:46) 
Session 10, additional reading; Catechism of the Catholic Church, 2746-2751, Article 3, The Prayer of the Hour of Jesus [the Gospel of John chapter 17] (Appendix J)
Session 10, note; 
[change this:] On Thursday, September 30, 1897, Thérèse died as an ordinary Discalced Carmelite after being in agony for two days. 
[to this:] On Thursday, September 30, 1897, after being in agony for two days, Thérèse died as an ordinary Discalced Carmelite nun.  
Session 10, 1st bullet; … be the only way of enlightening her” (pg. 392-393)
Session 10, 8th bullet; prayer of Jesus Himself, found in the Gospel of John (Jn 17:4). 
Page 45; (last bullet) Faithfulness to their responsibilities as OCDS members (refer to page 3 above)
Page 45, final quote; … Aware of the need of the world has of witnesses to God’s presence, they will respond to…
Carmelite Seculars Carmelites will share a renewed taste for prayer…
Session 11, 1st bullet; …taken, and in [encouraging] the active and responsible participation of each member of… 
Session 11, 3rd bullet; … a solid formation is necessary that leads to the practice of…
Session 11, under “the three Councilors,” 1st bullet after bullet “e”; … encouraging the communal character of the Christian and Carmelite vocation and look upon…
Special session, 8th bullet; …an event in the life of the person who makes the Promise” (Ratio 83). [emphasis added]
Special Session, 10th bullet; and in their participation in earthly activities.
…thanks to God the Father through Him” (Colos. 3:17) (Christifideles Laici — The Lay Members of Christ’s Faithful People, Apostolic Exhortation of Pope John Paul II The Life of Holiness in the World, no. 17).
Special session, 11th bullet; … the flourishing of diverse forms of secular institutions institutes …
Appendix B, 6th para; … love, that she lived by it alone, rising above all created things, till in the end it consumer consumed her; so…
[added footnote;] 1. 1925 had been declared a Jubilee Year by His Holiness Pope Pius XI.
Appendix C, 9th para; After this stern trial of her patience and her vocation, on the night day [sic] of April 1888…
Appendix C, 21st para; … based on the unanimous decision of the medical experts…
… other dignitaries of the Sacred Congregation of Rites…
Appendix C, 22nd para; … with the life and miracles of the Beata, and all the process…
Appendix G; added missing italics and punctuation
Appendix G, 3rd para; …images (not always developed very coherently) diminished somewhat…
Appendix G, 4th para; Never the less, Nevertheless, it would be a shame…
Appendix I, 1st pg; DIVINI AMORIS SCIENTIA (October 19, 1997)
Appendix J, para 2749; … the end of time. The prayer of this hour …
Appendix J, para 2750; … passionate zeal for his kingdom (Glory); the accomplishment of the will of the Father…
Appendix K, no. 8, 4th para; … conscious, pious and active form (cf. SC 4 & 48. 14), the members of the community,… 
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Formation Handbook 
Added ellipses and corrected punctuation where needed. 
First page; removed: 
“Permission is granted to print or copy this handbook and the accompanying six-year syllabus for use by OCDS members, candidates, formators, and Councils.  
The Formation Program documents may be duplicated if they are not sold for profit. 
Any changes to these documents are strictly prohibited.
Introduction, 2nd para; … God's call to “meditate on the Lord's law, day and night” (Rule of St Albert 10). “pondering the Lord’s law”; 
[change to:] … God’s call to meditate on the Lord's law day and night (see Rule of St Albert 10).
Introduction, 7th para; … through the providence of God for their own salvation and the good of the Church” (Ratio 90).
Introduction, 7th para; … “The [Carmelite] Secular’s life is more Church-centered. … (Ratio 89).
Introduction, quotation; (St. Teresa of Avila, Meditations on the Song of Songs, 7:3)
The Periods of Formation, first note; [Remove the following] Note: Ongoing and community formation will be addressed in a separate handbook. (Const. 18, 24c and 34, Ratio 87 and 93 apply)
Note: Ongoing and community formation are addressed in the OCDS Constitutions 18, 24c and 34, Ratio, nos. 87 and 93. 
[moved down five paragraphs, and put under “Ongoing Formation”]
Principles and Purpose of Formation, 7th bullet; “… The spirituality of the Discalced Carmelites has a very sound intellectual foundation. There is a doctrine involved here. As members of the Order, Secular Carmelites are called to represent and give witness to a mature and authentic spirituality. Any person who wants to be a Discalced Carmelite must be a person with an interest in learning from the teachers of Carmel. There are three [Carmelite] Doctors of the universal Church, Teresa, John of the Cross, and Therese” (Ratio 78).
Further Thoughts, quotation; 
… because it’s not objective, in the terms that it is not a test that you can pass or fail on. It is more under the influence of the Holy Spirit today” 
The Formation Director, 3rd para; (See Appendix A, Keeping track of individuals — candidate files).
Accompaniment, 3rd para; “... the holy conversation of this nun…this good company began to help me to turn my mind to the desire for eternal things…and … freedom from the antagonism that I felt strongly within myself toward becoming a nun”
Charism of the Order, 1st para;… necessary, our charism is for [one’s] personal life…” (Ratio 23, emphasis added; cf. Ratio 20). 
The OCDS Syllabus, 1st para; “This will lead to living prayer and union “as an attitude of life, that will ‘always and everywhere…
Some specifics of formation, 9th para; …“the information they are given through reading and classes [sessions] are is meant to be a help to the person’s spiritual growth” (Ratio 7).
Some specifics of formation, 11th para, quote regarding Fr. Arminjon’s book; “…to love Jesus with a passion…” (Story of a Soul, Study Ed. pg. 158).
Next quote; …it should be marked by joy” (Evangelii Gaudium 165).
Some specifics of formation, 13th para; flexible enough to adapt to the circumstances of each person who is to become a member” (Ratio 5).
The Criteria for Evaluating Candidates, Ratio 68; there should be a predisposition for these qualities and…
[bookmark: _Toc124266148]The Council and its Responsibilities
b. to reduce, for adequate reasons, the period of formation before temporary [first] Promises. 
Leadership, 4th para; “I join the community in order to learn and to be a member. Before I am ever a leader, I am a member of a community.
I join a community in order to learn it [what God is asking of me]. And I am a member. Before I am ever a leader, I am a member of a community.
[Paragraphs 3 and 4 are reversed, but flow more smoothly with the reversed arrangement. 
[bookmark: _Toc124266152]Centrality of the Order and the Church in the Program of Formation, 1st para;
… “The Order is the friars, the nuns and the seculars. Part of our mutual support is your mutual support to each other” (Welcome, pg. 112).
Centrality of the Order, 3rd para; “emergence of polarizations and radicalizations” (#3)
Conclusion, 4th para; … strength of the Gospel [as shown in the writings of our Carmelite saints]” (OCDS Constitutions — Epilogue). 
Conclusion, 5th para; Consequently, “the ‘world’ thus becomes the place…
…with God’ (1 Cor 7:24)” (Christifideles Laici, the Lay Faithful and Their Secular Character, para no. 15).
Appendix B; … and you’re forming community, and your you’re joining and the cement of this is to come together…
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